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thing real and durable, by the national parliament in Frank-
furt and by the assembly in Berlin. I remember well to have
carried with me an oppressive consciousjiess of my own
ignorance in political things, which was the more painful the
more urgent appeared the necessity for the people to be pre-
pared for prudent and energetic action in the decisive strug-
gles which impended.

Our activity, however, had also a cheerful side of which
my youthful spirits were keenly susceptible. We students en-
joyed with , the country-people a very great popularity, and
even persons who did not sympathize with us politically re-
ceived us with a kindness which sometimes was so exuberant
as to make our presence the occasion of gay festivities.

The most interesting event of those days which I have
cherished in my memory was the student-congress in Eisen-
ach, which occurred in September, 1848, and which I attended
as one of the chosen representatives of the university men of
Bonn. This was the first long journey of my life. I had never
before been far enough away from my paternal roof that I
might not have returned in a few hours. On a bright Septem-
ber morning I sailed up the Rhine from Bonn to Mainz. I
should have enjoyed it with the fullness of youthful spirits
had I been able to drive away the disquieting thoughts which
were stirred up by confused rumors of a riot and street-battle
in Frankfurt. In fact, upon my arrival in that city I found
those rumors distressingly verified.

The revolt in Frankfurt was the outcome of the follow-
ing events. I have already mentioned that the popular up-
rising in the duchies of Holstein and Schleswig against the
Danish rule had been sanctioned as a national cause by the old
Diet of the German Confederation, and then by the national
parliament and by all the several German governments.
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